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 [1 manure] There was once a child who was so optimistic that, just to test the 

extent of his positive attitude, his parents gave him a pile of horse manure. The child’s 

eyes opened wide with delight. He dove into the heap and started digging. “What on 

earth are you doing?” his parents exclaimed.  The child called over his shoulder, “With 

this much manure, I'm betting there’s a pony in here somewhere!” 

  [2 pony] It’s just a joke – no one really did that to their child, but it reminds us 

that even manure is a happy gift when your expectations are low enough. 

 Expectations can be a curse or a blessing. [3 low] On one hand, when we expect 

nothing, we will never be disappointed. [4 high] On the other, high expectations can 

inspire excellence for no one rises to low expectations.      

 [5 Messiah] Today’s New Testament lesson is a tale of low expectations and 

lofty promises. Philip meets Jesus and shares the good news with Nathanael. He has 

found the Messiah!  It’s Jesus, the son of Joseph of Nazareth! 

 Nathanael is not impressed. [6 anything] “Can anything good come out of 

Nazareth?” It’s a rhetorical question, and the implicit answer is no. Nothing good can 

come from Nazareth.  

 [7 baptism] Before we go any further, let’s remind ourselves that just before this 

John baptizes Jesus and the Holy Spirit descends as a dove.  Then, Jesus encounters 

Andrew and Simon Peter, who become his first two disciples.  

 [8 fishers] It’s also worth remembering how Jesus calls the disciples in the other 

gospels. Basically, in Matthew, Mark and Luke, Jesus meets several fishermen on the 

shore of the Sea of Galilee---Peter, Andrew, James and John---and says, “Follow me, 

and I will make you … fishers of men.”   

 [9 Jesus leads] John’s version differs on several fronts. For one thing, it takes 

place in the wilderness. For another, Andrew and his friend are already disciples of 

John the Baptist. It is John who points out Jesus, so they follow him. Jesus asks them 

what they are looking for. They respond, “Where are you staying?” 
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 [10 come and see] Jesus replies, “Come and see.” So, they go and spend the 

day with Jesus.  They, Andrew finds his brother, Simon, and tells him about Jesus, who 

renames him Peter.   

 [11 philip] This is where our story begins. The next day, Jesus goes to Galilee 

with his new followers. There, Jesus encounters Philip, and says, “Follow me.”  Philip 

finds Nathanael and shares the news about Jesus. It’s like they’re playing the 

Telephone Game, one disciple calls another, who calls another.  

 [12 Nazareth] Which brings us back to Nathanael and his question… Can 

anything good come out of Nazareth? Nathanael’s question is sort of rude, but it’s 

not just a snarky dismissal. It’s a legitimate response to Philip’s claim, “We have found 

the Messiah.” [13 scroll] For, despite what we read in Matthew 2:23, there doesn’t 

seem to be any reference in Hebrew scripture or Jewish tradition, that would lead 

Nathanael to conclude that the Messiah, the Savior and redeemer of Israel, would come 

from, or have anything to do, with Nazareth. It’s a place that’s unmentioned in Hebrew 

scripture, of no account in first century Galilee. [14 poor] It is a tiny village, made up of 

tiny houses and poor people, trying to make ends meet in an empire and economy that 

considers them of no value.  

 [15 sign] When Nathanael asks Can anything good come from Nazareth, he 

displays his familiarity with the scriptures, but he even more, he shares his prejudices 

and assumptions about people, power, and how God works. He says more about 

himself than the expected Messiah .[16 Cleveland] It’s the kind of question we mutter to 

ourselves about the people and places we look down on. For Steelers fans, we might 

say, “Can anything good come from, (sorry about this Frank) Cleveland? 

 [17 motioning] Philip answers just like Jesus did a few verses earlier, “Come 

and see.”  I can almost hear Nathanael sigh, “C’mon, just tell me. I’m comfortable here 

in the shade.” But Philip understands sometimes you gotta see it to believe it! 

 Of course, it is Jesus who sees first. Jesus sees Nathanael and knows that he is 

a faithful, righteous man, (unlike Jacob who deceives Esau.) [18 fig] Nathanael’s 

thriving fig tree proves that he is a steadfast gardener who has nurtured his plant for 

many years. Sitting under one’s own fig tree is a sign of God’s blessing, favor and 

security. Nathanael is a good Jew. 



 [19 woman] Nathanael is overwhelmed that Jesus seems to know and 

understand him, like the woman who will one day meet Jesus at the well.  Remember 

how she runs to tell her neighbors, “Come, see a man who told me everything I ever 

did.”  

 [20 nathanael] Nathanael needs no more convincing that Jesus is the Messiah. 

He even corrects Philip, who has called Jesus the son of Joseph from Nazareth. 

Instead, Nathanael proclaims, “You are the son of God, the King of Israel!”  To which 

Jesus responds, “You ain’t seen nothin’ yet!”  Well, not exactly. But he does basically 

say, If you think that’s cool, [21 ladder] just wait until you, “see heaven open and the 

angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of Man.”  Surely, Nathanael 

pictures Jacob’s ladder—but he understands that Jesus himself is now the link between 

heaven and earth.  

 [22 light] Jesus helps Nathanael to see what he could not see on his own. It is 

being seen by Jesus that gives Nathanael his sight. This is the beginning of what it 

means to be a disciple.  

 Friends, God sees us, too, underneath our fig trees. [23 praying] God sees 

our fears, and prejudices, our self-righteousness and our pride. He sees the stories we 

hide behind, that we use to filter out our neighbors and wriggle out of our own callings.  

 In Jesus, God says, I see you. Now, come and see for yourself. [24 disciples] 

See, I am the Word made flesh. See, the good news is at work within you—and your 

neighbors. You’ll see it in Nazareth and everywhere else you least expect it!  Open your 

eyes to what I am doing in the world. Open your eyes to your neighbors who are good, 

too, who were never invisible to me even if they are from “Nazareth.” 

 [25 us too] And those of us who are from Nazareth?  God sees us too. He 

sees our secrets and our shame, our desperation and struggle, and God doesn’t look 

away, as though to say “Nothing good could come from there.”  No, the messiah was 

born in a humble stable, and raised in the tiny town of Nazareth. He is one of us, and 

we are invited to follow Him. No longer should we say to ourselves, Why would Jesus 

call me?  I can’t be part of what God is doing in the world…That’s for other people, more 

talented people, more faithful, with more resources and less baggage. Whom am I to 



think I’m worth anything to God? It’s time to leave behind the stories we tell about 

ourselves and the world around us that would seem to disqualify us from discipleship.  

 [26 good] Why would God call me?  Why not?!  God sees, and because God 

sees, there is no limit on what is possible. God calls the unlikely, the lost, the misfits.  

He makes a people where there is none. [27 possible] He makes a way where there is 

no way. When the world or the church or the naysayers would narrow our vision, 

declaring certain plans, places, people, and even ourselves “no good,” God says, 

“Come and see.” 

 [28 cross] Today we look back on the year past, and celebrate all that God is 

doing in and through us.  We also look ahead and ask ourselves where God is leading 

us. So may the Spirit speak to us as Jesus spoke to Andrew and Phillip spoke to 

Nathanael, “Come and see.”  [29 see hand] 

 Come and see what God is doing among us here, at this country church, in the 

backwater of Allegheny County.   

 Come and see—because everyone is welcome here---seekers and doubters, 

families and friends, neighbors and strangers.   

 Come and see –because you aren’t meant to be a bystander, you have a part to 

play! 

[30 journey] Come and see what it means to be part of this amazing community of faith, 

where we proclaim the good news of God’s love, support one another on the journey of 

faith, give and grow together, serve in Christ’s name and basically, have a good time 

following Jesus!  

 Can anything good come out of Nazareth? Come and see! 

  

 In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 


