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The Urban Dictionary states that “in the house” -- Indicates favorably the arrival of a person, 

thing or idea to any location. It’s a reference from early Hip Hop culture, as when a musician is 

about to start his concert… “Ladies and gentlemen, get up on your feet and make some noise 

because DJ Kaleem is in the house.” Or, more authentically, “We’ve got DJ Kaleem in the 

house, ready to throw down some sick beats for y’all.”  
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I can imagine a Hip Hop Mary, behind the scenes at that Cana wedding, witnessing the 

hospitality crisis unfolding, saying something like, “You know, you’ve got my son, Jesus, in the 

house, and he’s ready to throw down some sick transformation for y’all. You’ll want to make 

some noise for him after you do what he tells you!” 
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“Jesus in the house” meant that regardless of the dilemma, (even if there was no wine left, hours 

of reception to go, and hundreds of thirsty guests!) there was possibility, potential, power for the 

wedding festivities to continue – and not just with some cheap beverage that barely passes off for 

the real thing, but the good stuff, wine better than had been served at the beginning, the best 

wine, in fact. 
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The Gospel of John makes it clear that this water-into-wine was no isolated miracle. It was the 

first of many “signs” --- that showed Jesus’ glory, revealed his relation with God, testified that 

this is, indeed, the Messiah. 
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It’s no coincidence that we glimpse Jesus’ glory at a wedding – a wedding banquet – really an 

extended wedding reception, featuring an open bar, dancing, celebration and seemingly 

unlimited fine food. 
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Throughout the gospels, we are put on alert that something holy is about to happen whenever 

Jesus is around food. Jesus uses the metaphor of the banquet to describe how the power of God 

drastically reverses the status quo (religious and social). He enacts this reversal by sharing meals 

with outcasts and misfits,  

 

[IMAGE – loaves and fishes] 

 

Jesus amazes thousands by feeding them all with only a few loaves of bread and even fewer fish. 

 

[IMAGE – The Last Supper 

 

and he changes forever the meaning of bread and wine the night before his death.  

 

 [IMAGE – around the table at Cana] 

 

The wedding banquet at Cana is no exception to this holiness alert. Such a setting should 

summon up for us images of the heavenly banquet, where God spreads a table for people to come 

from north and south, east and west and have their fill of wine and abundant fine foods. Such a 

setting naturally conjures up a sense of the Messiah’s arrival and the accompanying 

transformation of the world according to God’s holy purposes.  
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Whenever there is a banquet, wedding or otherwise, my experience is that I get asked to pray…to 

say grace before anyone eats. When Christians gather around any table, before they imbibe or 

consume, they acknowledge in a prayer “Jesus in the House.” I pray in restaurants before I eat, 

either quietly, if I’m with my family or friends, or silently when that seems more appropriate. 

But I get asked to pray at sports banquets, public meetings, outdoor gatherings and even at 

banquets held by the Three Rivers Musky club, which doesn’t seem to be made up of church-

going folk, per se, but they know I’m a pastor and they want me to pray! It’s a curious thing – we 

want to know, be told, assured that “Jesus is in the House!” Because when Jesus is around 

miracles are possible, even likely! 
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The miracle at Cana is not a typical miracle. Much has been made by scholars and Sunday 

Schoolers alike that this is kind of a reluctant miracle on Jesus’ part. Mary, his mother, seems to 

know he will do it, almost directs him to it…but Jesus seems reticent, as if performing this sign, 

now, will reveal too much about him, too early in his career. Jesus even apparently rebukes or 

rebuffs his mother. She remarks that they have run out of wine. Jesus says basically, “Not your 

problem, Mom, neither is it mine. My hour has not yet come.”  
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But Mary understood that it was coming. Even as Jesus’ hour had not yet come in full, it was 

already beginning to become evident and will only become moreso in the course of his ministry.  

This “already” aspect may be why Mary ignores Jesus’ rebuke and directly tells the servants at 

the banquet, “Do whatever he tells you” (v. 5). Mary is more than a pushy mom with excessive 

pride in her boy. She is not so much bragging, as showing faith in her son, who also happens to 

be the Son of God. Mary trusts the words of Jesus whom she knows as the Word become flesh. 

She firmly believes that Jesus can save the situation. For those of us who already know “the rest 

of the story” of Jesus’ life and death and resurrection, Mary models the true disciple’s humble 

trust that Jesus’ words are true.  
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At Cana…What Jesus says to do concerns the jars, giant jugs reserved for purification rites. First 

they are to be filled with water. Then some should be drawn out and taken to the chief steward 

for a tasting. The steward is overwhelmed with the quality and the quantity of the fine wine and 

has no idea what’s happened. In fact, he praises the bridegroom, whom he assumes has kept back 

this good stuff. Only Jesus’ mother, his brothers and disciples know what incredible 

transformation took place...and perhaps the workers who filled the jars with what they knew very 

well to be common tap water, but must have been flabbergasted by what came out of those same 

jars.  
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The ebb and flow of the wine goes beyond symbolism. Jesus changing water into wine signifies 

the transformation of the world according to God’s holy purpose. God’s plans are becoming a 

reality through the presence of Jesus.   
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Jesus’s miracle echoes his later teaching concerning the necessity of new wineskins for new wine 

(Matthew 9:14-17; Mark 2:18-22; Luke 5:33-39). And also, of course, the new meaning wine is 

given by Jesus in the accounts of the Last Supper. Through Jesus, the new wine is superior to the 

old. Through Jesus, the new wine transforms us…it is forgiveness, a new beginning, the old is 

finished and gone, behold, the new has come!  
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You don’t need a Water into Wine Doll to get the concept! But if you were in the know, back in 

2003 and quick to purchase from Ashton-Drake Galleries you could experience for yourself (in 

miniature, of course) the 18-inch tall life-like and true-to-form figurine of Jesus.  
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Or maybe you were late to the game, but were able to pick one up on E-Bay…In the original box 

with all of the paper work. Complete with the three jugs. In excellent condition with the 

exception of a few chips on the clay pots. But the Doll itself in-tact, with hair netting still in 

place. A masterpiece in artwork with the details in the facial expression. Jesus wearing sandals 

and robe garment and pouring water into clay vessels into wine for his disciples.  
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In this precious gift, “We see a magnificent demonstration of Christ’s deity,” explained Ashton-

Drake Galleries, purveyors of dolls of irresistible value. “In his gentle face there is serene 

concentration as his strong hands cradle the clay jug and he summons heavenly power.”  
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The Water Into Wine doll could have been yours for $99.95, or “five easy payments of $21.99.” 

and it would have come complete with an official Certificate of Authenticity, signed by the 

original artist Titus Tomescu. Unfortunately for most of us, the doll was retired in 1999 and the 

original molds destroyed, never to be made again! 
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You may not have this precious and rare doll in your house – but you do have the story – and we 

have the confidence that we have “Jesus in the House!” What does it mean for us that Christ is 

present in our midst? Most of the wedding party in Cana were oblivious to Jesus, or certainly had 

no idea what his presence meant, what possibilities it opened up, what power was there, what 

transformation was possible.  
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But we’re not most of the wedding party…rather, we run with Mary, Jesus’s brothers and sisters, 

his disciples. I remember a banquet we had recently, where we celebrated openly Jesus’ presence 

and power! And so, we are encouraged and emboldened in our life, no matter what we face, even 

when embarking on a new project like our Childcare Center, and just in the ordinary hours and 

days of our life. “Do whatever he tells you,” Mary said. It’s good advice when we have “Jesus in 

the House.”  

 

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

 

 

 


