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[IMAGE – James-Title] 

 

We have been considering “Straight Talk from the Epistle of James…” practical advice 

for living faithfully in the real world!  

 

[IMAGE – Wisdom] 

 

This morning we take up the subject of wisdom. 

 

Wisdom doesn’t get much publicity in our world. Power, wealth, prestige, even 

intelligence, seem much more desirable these days. 

 

Take a moment and conjure up a mental image of someone who embodies the word 

“wisdom,” what do you picture in your mind’s eye? 

 

[IMAGE – wise wrinkled face] 

 

Maybe a face creased and worn, lined with a road map of wrinkles.  

 

[IMAGE – albert Einstein] 

 

The hair might be grey, longish, and have that "Einstein-is-my-hairdresser" look. Or did 

you picture Einstein himself? 

 

[IMAGE – wise native American] 

 

Perhaps you imagine someone with looks and dress suggesting a sort of Native 

American ethnicity.  

 

Was your wise sage image a man or a woman? Many people imagine a decidedly 

rumpled and even weary quality to this "wise" one, who surely would qualify for the 

"senior citizen" discount.  

 

Did the person you imagine seem to have a sense of peace and contentment?  

 

[IMAGE – Gandalf] 



 

Did you imagine a real person…or did your subject come from some action fantasy 

adventure? 

 

How many of us thought immediately of someone we know? Do you know a person you 

consider to be wise…or full of wisdom? What about yourself? Do you consider yourself 

someone who is wise? Do you call on godly wisdom when making decisions and 

interacting with the world? 

 

[IMAGE – Ecclesiastes] 

 

The biblical book of Ecclesiastes discusses wisdom, suggests that the one who follows 

God will naturally attain it: 

 

"Do not be too righteous, and do not act too wise; why should you destroy yourself?” 

The author asks... “for the one who fears God shall succeed with both." (Ecclesiastes 

7:16,18). 

 

[IMAGE – Jesus & Disciples} 

 

This vision of wisdom shaped Jesus' advice to his disciples that they should be "as wise 

as serpents and as innocent as doves." Biblical Wisdom is not the sage, sanctimonious 

sayings of old folk. It is rather the inspired, yet humble movement of God's Spirit and 

insight within the human heart and mind. 

 

[IMAGE – James text – shadow] 

 

Wisdom is not a peripheral quality of life and faith. In ancient Israel, wisdom was a 

normative, integral part of a compassionate person's mind and spirit. It is no different 

today.  

 

The Epistle of James asserts that there are two kinds of wisdom – the base wisdom of 

the world and the wisdom that comes from above – godly wisdom. Perhaps the two get 

muddled in our modern thinking…but James can help us clarify…help us realize that 

there are stark differences between the two.  

 

[IMAGE – doubleminded] 

 

Like the earliest readers of James’ letter, all of us have attitudes and actions that are not 

fully in friendship with God…in James’ words, we struggle with being double-minded. 

Then, as now, worldly wisdom is not easy to abandon or avoid, precisely because it is 

the way of the world, inscribed not only in the language and literature of the surrounding 

culture, but also in our very hearts. 



 

When we realize this, we are better able to deal with the ongoing ambiguity faced by all 

those who follow Jesus. Because our life is busy, wired, digitized, and generally 

complicated, maybe we need to cultivate a kind of holy simplicity. 

 

[IMAGE – simplicity] 

 

Vernard Eller, author of THE SIMPLE LIFE, describes simplicity as "a lessened 

evaluation of what the world promotes as important." 

 

James, indeed, calls for a simplicity of heart and an integrity of purpose… 

 

[IMAGE – Amish barnraising] 

 

It’s a point that is particularly important to the Amish community. You probably know of 

the Amish for their construction skills. They’ve recently installed several metal roofs in 

our area. They are most famous for barn raisings.  

 

I’ve always been fascinated, intrigued, even, by the Amish insistence on living apart 

from the world.  

 

[IMAGE – Amish boat trailer] 

 

There is one particular lake I fish that is frequented by Amish. They pull their boat 

trailers behind horse-drawn carriages and use oars to row around the lake.  

 

[IMAGE – Amish fishing] 

 

They use live bait, worms and minnows, and their intent is to catch fish for the dinner 

table. The wooded area next to the boat ramp always is filled with their horses secured 

to trees, along with their buggies and trailers.  

 

[IMAGE – Amish at Walmart] 

 

Another place I see many Amish is at the Wal-Mart in Jamestown, New York, where my 

brother-in-law, lives. As I understand them…generally the Amish are not comfortable 

being around people who are non-Amish, or what they call “English.” But they certainly 

aim to co-exist peacefully with those who are outside their communities. I suspect the 

Amish have something to teach us about simplicity, double-mindedness and maybe 

even wisdom. 

 

[IMAGE – Two Monks] 

 



The more we grow in our faith, the longer we walk with God, the less the wisdom of the 

world makes sense to us, like these two Cistercian monks, who had lived and worked in 

the same monastery for years. One day on a walk through the vineyard they decided 

they should try to have an argument like the rest of humankind. One asked the other 

how to do it and he replied, "I will put something out on the ground and say, 'It's mine' 

and then you say, 'No, it's mine.' And then we'll argue about it." 

 

"All right," answered the first monk. 

 

The other did as was planned and placed the novel he was reading on the ground 

between them, then said, "It's mine." 

 

"All right. Have it," said the first. 

 

And that was the end of their argument! 

 

[IMAGE – bulletin cover] 

 

Just a bit more on the subject of wisdom and simplicity. When we let our mind and our 

time be completely consumed by things, thoughts, people, and events, there will be little 

space to be consumed by God. 

 

[IMAGE – Quaker quote] 

 

Another Christian group we might learn from is the Quakers: 

 

Christine Hadley Snyder, a Quaker teacher, explains: Simplicity is not so much about 

what we own, but about what owns us. If we need lots of possessions to maintain our 

self-esteem and create our self-image and look good to our neighbors, then we have 

forgotten or neglected that which is real and inward. If our time, money, and energy are 

consumed in selecting, acquiring, maintaining, cleaning, moving, improving, replacing, 

dusting, storing, using, showing off, and talking about our possessions, then there is 

little time money, and energy left for other pursuits such as the work we do to further the 

Community of God. 

 

[IMAGE – proverbs pages] 

 

James continues to challenge us: 

 
13Who is wise and understanding among you? Show by your good life that your works 

are done with gentleness born of wisdom.  

 

[IMAGE – God kind of wisdom] 



 

May we commit ourselves to actively seeking the the wisdom from above. which is first 

pure, then peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy and good fruits, without a 

trace of partiality or hypocrisy. 18And may a harvest of righteousness be sown in peace 

as we busy ourselves in making peace. 

[IMAGE – Wisdom Begins and Ends with God] 

 

Let me close with an old prayer from 17th century English philosopher Benjamin 

Whichcote : 

 

Let us pray: 

 

Almighty God, give us a measure of true religion and thereby set us free from vain and 

disappointing hopes; from lawless and exorbitant appetites; from frothy and empty joys; 

from anxious, self-devouring cares; from a dull and black melancholy; from an eating 

envy and swelling pride; and from rigid sourness and severity of spirit, so that we may 

possess that peace which passeth all understanding, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 


